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Forecasters Expect an Active Hurricane Season
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Although we didn't get a direct hit, last year's hurricane season was one we won't
soon forget. Forecasters predict this year’s Atlantic hurricane season, which runs
through November 30th, to be a near-average one with 13 additional named
storms (Subtropical Storm Alberto formed in May), six hurricanes and two major
hurricanes.
The City continues to prepare and review emergency operations to ensure we are
ready to respond in the event a storm develops.
Residents are encouraged to be ready, as well. You should be stocking up on
the items we shared in last month’s Margate Matters, deciding whether you
will leave or stay in your home, and making a plan for your pets. Here’s some
additional information to make note of:
•

•

•

Upon activation, there are two hurricane shelters in neighboring Coconut
Creek that serve our community: (1) Lyons Creek Middle School, located at
4333 Sol Press Boulevard; and (2) Monarch High School, located at 5050
Wiles Road. The pet shelter is at the Humane Society, 2070 Griffin Road.
The Vulnerable Population Registry is available for residents who are at
risk and elect to stay home in the event of a hurricane or other emergency.
Residents can be at risk due to a disability, frailty or health issues, regardless
of their age. The Registry is a partnership between Broward County and
municipalities, including the City of Margate, to help emergency responders
better plan for recoveries from hurricanes and other emergencies. Please
note that registration does not guarantee assistance. To register, please call
311 or (954) 831-4000 (TTY 954-831-3940).
For residents with special needs that require electricity for medical equipment,
assistance to evacuate, or have a disability and needing sheltering assistance,
you must register for a Special Needs Shelter. Call Broward County Human
Services Department at (954) 357-6385 (TTY 954-357-5608).

For more hurricane preparedness information including a hurricane supply
checklist, please visit margatefl.com/hurricaneprep.
Connect with us: Like/Follow us

@CityofMargateFL

Meet Mark Collins, Public Works Director

With more than 45 years of experience in municipal
government, Mark Collins joined the City as its new Public
Works Director in February. He replaces Sam May who
served as the City's Public Works Director for eight years
before being appointed as the City Manager.
Collins started his career at 19
years old with the City of North
Miami. There, he rose through
the ranks from trimming trees for
the Parks Department to leading
the Public Works Department. In
Public Works, he was the Roads
and Stormwater Supervisor, then
he was promoted to Operations
Chief, then Assistant Public Works
Director and then, after 33 years, he was named North
Miami's Public Works Director. He served as Director for
several years and then was appointed Deputy City Manager
and finally Interim City Manager for North Miami.
After 37 years with North Miami, Mark moved on to the Town
of Davie where he served as the Public Works and Capital
Improvements Director and the Incident Commander for
five years. Before joining the City of Margate, Mark worked
for the City of Oakland Park as the Assistant Director of
Public Works.
Mark was recently named Public Works Director of the
Year by the American Public Works Association, Florida
Chapter. He holds a bachelor's degree in Supervision and
Management from Broward College.
Mark and his wife of 42 years have three children and one
grandchild.

Finance Dept. Receives Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award

The City of Margate’s Finance Department has received the
Government Finance Officers Association’s Distinguished
Budget Presentation Award for FY 2018.
The
award
represents
a
significant achievement by the
City’s Finance Department. It
reflects the commitment of the
governing body and staff to
meeting the highest principles of
governmental budgeting. In order
to receive the budget award, the
City of Margate had to satisfy
nationally recognized guidelines
for effective budget presentation.
These guidelines are designed to
assess how well the City’s budget
serves as:
•
•
•
•

A policy document
A financial plan
An operations guide
A communications device

Budget documents must be rated “proficient” in all four
categories, and in the 14 mandatory criteria within those
categories, to receive the award. There are over 1,600
participants in the Budget Awards Program.
The Distinguished Budget Presentation Award, along with
a Certificate of Recognition for Budget Presentation, was
presented to Assistant Finance Director Kelly Schwartz and
Budget Manager Decia Smith-Burke.

Important Information for Water Customers
TEMPORARY CONVERSION TO FREE CHLORINE

To maintain high water quality in the City’s water distribution system, the City of Margate Water Treatment Plant is changing
its treatment process temporarily to increase the level of chlorine disinfection. Consumers may experience an unusual
chlorine taste or odor in the tap water during this period, but these temporary conditions should not cause adverse health
effects. However, if you are a kidney dialysis patient, please consult with your physician for any special instructions. This
proactive measure prevents bacterial growth in the water mains and keeps the water safe for potable uses. Fire hydrant
flushing activities during the event may cause cloudy, discolored water. But this condition would be temporary, and should
clear within a few hours. We regret any inconvenience you may experience during this period.
THIS CHANGE IN TREATMENT WILL BEGIN JULY 31, 2018 AND CONTINUE THROUGH AUGUST 20, 2018.
Customers with special needs should be aware of potential problems with their equipment and systems during this period.
For example, owners of aquariums and holding tanks for fish and shellfish should be aware that this temporary change in
our disinfection process may be harmful to aquatic life if not properly addressed. Any such impacts will begin to diminish
when the City reverts to the normal disinfection method on/about Monday, August 20, 2018. Users are encouraged to
contact an appropriate professional for guidance on operating their equipment/systems/aquariums during this period.
If you pay water bills for a condominium or rental property, (residential and commercial), please notify your residents and/
or tenants accordingly. To obtain additional flyers free of charge, or if you need more information about this temporary
change in treatment process, please contact the City of Margate, Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
(DEES), at (954) 972-0828.

Upcoming Events
National Night Out Set for Tuesday, August 7th

The Margate Police Department is hosting its 18th Annual National Night Out
Against Crime on Tuesday, August 7th beginning at 6 p.m. at the Margate Sports
Complex, located at 1695 Banks Road between Copans Road and Coconut
Creek Parkway. This award-winning event draws thousands of people who come
out to learn more about the various services provided by the Margate Police
Department and other law enforcement agencies.
National Night Out Against Crime is designed to heighten crime and drug
prevention awareness; generate support for, and participation in, local anti-crime
programs; strengthen neighborhood spirit and police community partnerships;
and to send a message to criminals, letting them know that neighborhoods are
organized and fighting back against crime. The National Association of Town
Watch selected the City of Margate as a National Award winner 2004 through
2012, 2014 and 2015.
Free hot dogs, popcorn, snow cones, refreshments and carnival rides will be
available for the kids. There will be plenty of photo opportunities for adults and
children alike.
Enjoy music, entertainment and performances on the stage. Come meet and
mingle with the men and women of federal, state and local law enforcement
and the military personnel who defend our way of life. Parking is free!
For further information, please call Neighborhood Policing at (954) 972-1232.

Groove + Green Event Series Every 2nd and 4th Sunday

The City's new Groove + Green event series is off to a great start! The event takes
place on the second and fourth Sunday of each month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
the corner of Margate Boulevard and State Road 7. Join us: July 8th, July 22nd,
August 12th and August 26th.
Hosted by the Margate Community Redevelopment Agency, Groove + Green
features live music, brunch offerings, a pop-up marketplace, a farmer's market
and other activities.
In addition to food shopping, attendees
can also enjoy brunch from food trucks
and food stands. Guests 21 years and
older can enjoy sparkling mimosas and
other beverage options.
Each event will showcase local musical
acts on Margate's main stage, DIY
projects, garden workshops, and other
entertainment.
Attendees can also plan to hunt for treasures at the flea-market style pavilion,
where Margate residents can sell second-hand knick-knacks, home goods,
accessories, furniture, and other items.
For additional information and inquiries, please email info@grooveandgreen.
com or call (954) 785-7475. For vendor and participant inquiries, please go to
GrooveandGreen.com/vendorapplication.

Summertime Fun

It’s summertime and that means
there’s more time to play. With 19
parks offering everything from an
easy stroll along a walking trail to
a competitive game of tennis or
basketball, the City of Margate Parks
and Recreation Department provides
parks and facilities for just about
every interest.
Whether you want to take Zumba
classes or have your child learn
Karate,
there’s
something
for
everyone. Inexpensive fitness classes
are available to all ages year-round
that will help you and your family
get in shape. You can even get a free
workout at the City's outdoor Rock
Island Fitness Park, located at 7100
NW 6th Court. The park features
a covered exercise area with 10
resistance machines and a chilled
water fountain. For more information
about the City's recreational activities,
fitness classes and sports leagues,
please visit margatefl.com/prec.

Free Immunizations

Broward Health is hosting FREE
immunizations for kids this summer. The
Mobilize to Immunize program offers
parents a free alternative to getting your
kids immunized before the new school
year begins. Free immunizations are
designated for uninsured children, ages
4 to 18, only. Parent or legal guardian
must be present and have child's current
immunization record. Immunizations
will take place from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Mondays, July 30th,
August 6th and August 13th, at the Margate Health Center,
5109 Coconut Creek Parkway.
For more information, please call the Margate Health Center at
(954) 759-7477 or visit browardhealth.org.

Be in the Know!
Get connected with “Our Margate”
Calypso Cove Open
Daily

It’s summertime, and that
means it’s time to head to
the City’s water park for
some family fun! For only
$4 each, Margate residents
can spend the day splashing
around and staying cool at Calypso Cove, located at
6200 Royal Palm Blvd. For information, please visit
margatefl.com/CalypsoCove.

Water Quality Report Available Now
AVAILABLE NOW! The City of Margate’s 2017
Water Quality Report is now available online at
margatefl.com/ccr2017. This report contains
important information about the source and quality
of your drinking water. To have a report mailed to
you, submit your name and address to the Dept. of
Environmental & Engineering Services via:

Home of the Month Winner

The City of Margate is pleased to announce the Home of
the Month winner for July 2018. Congratulations to Joseph
and Esme Maldonado, who live on the 2100 block of NW 77th
Terrace, for this well-deserved recognition. The Maldonado's
have lived in their beautiful home for three years.
To enter the Home of the Month Contest, visit margatefl.com/
homeofthemonth.

At Your Fingertips...
Emergency			911
Police/Fire Non-Emergency Line (954) 764-HELP (4357)
City Hall			
(954) 972-6454
Building 			
(954) 970-3004
DEES*				
(954) 972-0828
Neighborhood Policing (Code) (954) 972-1232
NW Focal Point Senior Center (954) 973-0300
Parks and Recreation		
(954) 972-6458
Public Works 			
(954) 972-8126
Waste Management
(954) 974-7500
Water Billing Customer Service (954) 972-6454
After Hours Water Reconnection (954) 972-0828
*Department of Environmental and Engineering Services
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City Commission Meetings Broadcast
Live on Comcast Cable Ch. 78 & Online
at margatefl.com

City Commission Meetings are broadcast live on
the City’s local access channel, Comcast Channel 78.
Meetings normally take place the first Wednesday
of the month beginning at 6:30 p.m. and the third
Wednesday of the month beginning at 7 p.m.
(Meeting dates are occasionally different. Please
check website for dates.)
For those who prefer to watch the meetings online,
log on to the City’s website and click on “Agendas
and Minutes,” then “Watch Live”. Can’t watch live?
Archived Meetings are available at margatefl.com.

Connect with us...
Get City information and e-services on the
web at: margatefl.com
Like the City’s Facebook page at:
facebook.com/CityofMargateFL
Follow us on Twitter at:
twitter.com/CityofMargateFL

